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Physical education is held in the morning,
the coolest part of the school day. To begin
with, I'give the children variations of the ex-
ercises I learned as a Peace Corps trainee. I
let them bend and stretch to “Meunler, tu
dors"” (“Miller, you are sleeping”), march and
sing to “Jal perdu le do de ma clarinette”
(“T've lost the O of my clarinet”), and dance
“I,a Capucine.” I have them run races and
play circle games to accustom them to the
ideas of choosing teams, of winning, and of
losing. .

Tately, I have been using part of the 45~
minute period to practice for la fete scolaire
(school festival). La section enfantine is
going to present three dances: the bunny
hop, the hokey pokey, and the twist. The
first two I taught them: the third they
taught me.

While the children rest their heads, I get
water from the pump, fill s bucket, and pre-
pare soap and towel for the “soins de pro-
prete” lesson (“lesson on cleanliness”). I
guess they have been used to plaln soap,
because the day I took a cake of perfumed
soap to the class the children could nob stop
smelling their hands.

One day the prineipal leaned in from his
office, probably to ask me to explain the
noise coming from my class. In the French
system of educatfon, nolse seems to mean
any talking that is not in unison. My prin-
cipal never did get to pose his question, how-
ever, because I immediately invited him to
see what was golng on in each of my noise
centers.

One group of children was busy arranging
by size, from the smallest to the largest, a
15-piece set of plastic canisters (plastic bowls
supplied to all volunteers), thus practicing
distinguishing similar objects by size.

Another group was playing an arithmetic
game I had made from file cards on which I
had pasted a hundred sets of plctures for
the children to palr up.

In the reading corner, a half-dozen other
children sat turning the pages of books,
pretending to read storles they had come: to
know by heart. ’

The group in the midst of an animal lotto
game had grown a little rowdy (the prinei-
pal did observe that the children were asso-
ciating a French term with an image and
were learning to play independently), but the
nolsiest group was hammering and banging
wooden pleces together to form bulldings
and houses.

I had to justity the various activities as
best I could.”

The children’s day ends with a cup of
milk and g song. Milk s a real treat for
them, and I have made a point of talking
about the animal from which milk comes.
They wrote about la vache (“the cow”) in
their notebooks and learned a charming
recitation by Daudet on the sound milk makes
as it squirts into the farmer’s pail.

-1 was reminded, however, of the necessity
of taking nothing for granted and of being
sure my pupils have really understood, when
late one afternoon Cyriaque, a bright 6-year-
old, called out “Volla la vache.” (“There’s
the cow.”) .

I stopped serving the cups of milk. “Cy-
rlaque,” I asked, bewildered by this observa-
tion “ou tu vois la vache?” (“Where do you
see the cow?”).

He smlled knowingly: “Mals, c’est toil,
Mademoiselle, parceque tu nous donnes le
lait’’ (“But you're the cow, Miss, because you
give us milk”).

(NorE—Suellen Fisher’s account of ner life
as a teacher with the Peace Corps recently
appeared in the Elementary School Journal,
published by the University of Chicago Press.)
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HON. JAMES T. BROYHILL

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, February 10, 1964

Mr. BROYHILL of North Carolina.
Mr. Speaker, behind erupting violence
and the threat of it in many areas of
the world, the hands of Communist agi-
tators can be clearly seen. This is a
period of increasing Communist threat.
The Communist cadres are being sent
into many unstable areas of the world
to sow strife and unrest. Cuba has be-
come a major base for the subversion of
Latin America. Old grievances are be-
ing fanned into disorders and political
demagoges in Latin America allow
themselves to become willing partners.
The continuing Panama crisis is a case
in point.

Certainly our problems in Panama are
not simple. However, we are challenged
there dramatically and the world will
take notice of our resolution or our will-
ingness to retreat. '

The relationship of many world events
is evident if we view it in the frame-
work of the great and continuing East-
West struggle. Today, I want to com-
mend to the House of Representatives
the following editorial from the Febru-
ary 3, 1964, Concord (N.C.) Tribune,
which searches aspects of this problem
and asks questions that many Americans
are asking today: :

APPROPRIATE MEASURES NEEDED

How long do we put up with it?

How long does the rich and powerful
United States allow itself to be shoved
around by an unshaven stooge of commu-
nism?

At what point does appeasement become
defeat? Or when does it give way to ac-
tlon—action of the kind that reasserts who’s
who In this hemisphere, or in the world
for that matter?

Castro exchanges a bear hug with Khru-
shchev in Moscow. He had reason to. His
followers had just brought to a head a sore
point in Panama. And on the other side of
the world, Castro-tralned agents had up-
turned the British regime in Zanzibar and
sdw the U.S. consul jalled at gunpoint by
pro-Red insurgents.

Maybe Castro realizes that he 1s being
taken by Mr, K. Recent deals in sugar, with
all the sweetness going to Russia, must have
taught him something. .

But Mr. Castro can see that we are being
taken, too. The Russians are feeding on
our wheat and we are signing the bill,

Castro can be happy, too, that his little
island stronghold is wielding an influence
far greater than its size and power warrant.
He has seen increasing success in marketing
Cuba’s chief export in these tense days.
That export is mass revolution.

His success 1s a reflection of U.S. conces-
slons and retreats in principle. He will con-
tinue to press his product as long as he can
get away with it.

Americans who live in the Panama Canal
Zone are angry and alarmed. They warn
against any more appeasement. They de-
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mand a firm stand to protect American rights,
despite the hypocritical outrage of those who
charge us with aggression.

It is just a little more than a year ago
that the Kennedy administration promised
appropriate measures to prevent the spread
of Communist revolution and terrorism from
Cuba to the Western Hemisphere. Appro-
priate measures clearly implied armed force
if 1t 1s needed.

The Panama dispute 1s a focal point of the
spreading Communist infection. It is not
an incident which can be solved by arbitra-
tlon and compromise. Appropriate meas-
ures are clearly indicated.

‘ How long do we put up with it?

Spelling and Writing Not What They
Should Be

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. WILLIAM H. NATCHER

OF ‘KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 13, 1964

Mr. NATCHER. Mr. Speaker, under
leave to extend my remarks in.the Rec-
onrp, I include herewith an editorial en-
titled “Spelling and Writing Not What
They Should Be,” which appeared in the
February 5 issue of the Leitchfield Ga-
zette, of Leitchfield, Ky.

The editorial is as follows:

SPELLING AND WRITING NOT WHAT THEY

SHouLp BE

Shortly after perusing an article by Har-
per’s editor John Fischer, who in a semi-
humorous vein probed reasons “Why Nobody
Can't Write Good,” our attention was at-
tracted to the television screen where words,
presumably part of a lettered news flash,
Oof
course, this could have been a typographical
error, still after being reminded by Mr.
Fischer about educational deficlencies, we
wondered.

Mr. Fischer states the principal reason for
paucity of proper prose is a failure to teach
language and its composition in our schools.
Recalling our days in school—no easy task——
we must agree that teachers failed to impress
us enough with basic rules of composition.
We went through all the procedures and no
doubt had all the rules explained, but youth
sheds learning unless something is done to
cause him to concentrate. He needs treat-
ment like that given by the man who takes a
club and slams his mule across the head to
“get its attention.”

Every day we see hundreds of common
words misspelled, or we think they are spelled
wrong, since most authorities disagree with
their arrangement of letters. This leads to
the conclusion that people are paying no
attention after a word they have read over-
and over is spelled differently when they
write it. Incldentally, we are just as guilty
of inattention as anyone else and quite often
we are stumped by simple words.

We wonder how many millions of hours
have been spent by teachers trying to get a
message across to pupils whose minds are
either on some other subject or consist of a
plain blank. When examination time rolls
around, teachers must get desperate when
they discover how little has penetrated what
passes for braln tissue. Desperation is suc-
ceeded by resignation when pedagogs finally
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reallze the world Is peopled by few seeking
wider horizons.

‘The trend in later years has been toward
giving a variety of subjects in the hope of
gaining attention of pupils. The trouble
with this is the field keeps expanding and
more is required every year to keep the at-
tention thus tentatively obtained, and there
15 some question about the value of knowl-
edge thus instilled.

Perhaps we should go back to concentrat-
ing more on basic English and spelling, de-
vising some means to attract the attention
of puplls to the advantages of learning first
of all what words ar:, how they are spelled
and how they are put together to carry a
coherent message. 'This 18 done now but
not to the degree -iecessary to ralse the
average student to a desirable literacy level.

One of the distinguishing marks of suc-
cessful men i8 the adllity to express them-
selves elther In writing or speech. While
literacy might not b3 an assurance of suc-
cess, It 15 an importint adjunct to success
in every area of endeavor.

Press Is Urged To Meet Watchdog
Respoasibility
EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. H. R. GROSS

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 13, 1964

Mr. GROSS. Mr. Speaker, Clark R.
Mollenhoff, Puliizer Prize-winning re-
porter for the Cowles publications, has
urged the American press to do & better
job In carrying ouvf its important role
as a “watchdog” over Federal programs,
policies, and personnel.

He expressed crif: cism of both the Fed-
eral Government and the press in deliv-
ering the annual Willlam Allen White
memorial address at the University of
Kansas in Lawrerce on February 10.
Mollenhoff is this year's recipient of the
William Allen White Award.

The following artlcle on his speech ap-
peared in the Febiruary 10 issue of the
Kansas City Star:

Press FATLING AS A WArcHpoG—DuTY oF Crrtl-
CZING WAYWARD GOVERNMENT UNFULFILLED,
Eprrors ‘ToLD-~LACKING IN  INITIATIVE—
WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE LECTURER FLAYS Ex-
CES8 oF HANDOUTS
LawreNcE, Eans~-Clartk R. Mollenhoff,

Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter, charged the

Federal Government today with efforts to

propagandize and suppress the news and

then censured the press for not fighting these
efforts more.

“The future of the American democracy
is contingent upon the performance of the
American press,” he sald in s prepared Wil-
Ham Allen White memorial address. "If the
press fails In its respoasibility—If it Aounders
in a quagmire of sup:arficlality, partisanship,
laziness, and Incompetence-—then our great
experiment in democracy will fafl.”

WINNER OF WHITE AWARD

Mollenhoff, a reporier for the Cowles pub-
lications, has won ma1y awards for his Wash-
ington reporting besides the 18568 Pulitzer
Prize and the White citation, which brought
him here today. Heu spoke at the EKansas
Memorial Unlon Buiding at the University
of Kansas. P

“The press 18 proud—usually too proud to
accept criticlsm,” Mollenhofl eaid.
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He :harged that the Natlon's press is fall-
ing 11 Hs responsibility to criticize acde-
quate y Government ams, policles nad
personnel at the Pederal level. And he added
that here are disturbing signs it does rot
recognize this failure.

The press has demonstrated, he sald, trat
it doe i not understand many stories of major
importance and that there s mounting evi-
dence that it does not even understand 't.
self o1 its own self-Interest.

NOT AN ALARMIST

"It s not my intention to view with almim
the d.terloration of the press since the deys
of Willam Allen White,” he sald. “I do rot
believ2 there has been a deterforation.

"I vo qQuestion whether the press has jin-
prove.! enough to meet the responsibility of
a job that becomes more dificult each year.
Despi ¢ the fact that there are hundreds of
well-c ualified reporters and editors, the pux-
formeuce is often mediocre or poor in Waeh-
mgton.”

The press needs more tough self-criticlim
regarc ing the coverage of Federal Govern-
ment, Mollenhofl declared, and he called suth
cover: ge the press’ most vital function,

Am oing 1ts failings, generally, in Washing-
ton e¢overage, Mollenhoff mentioned:

The Federal Government {8 so big aad
comp ex that too many reporters and editurs
becon ¢ overwhelmed by the seemingly lin-
possit ie job of serving az a watchdog over it.

"Ttere has been a floundering by a pries
that 145 become more and more dependent
upon sandouts. Lacking understanding, the
press follows the fads of the best Madisin
Aven: @ sloganeers.”

Reporters who specialize in one area of ths
Feder 11 Government {n too many ¢ases have
been converted into propagandists for the
agenc s they cover—"a type of kept presi.”

Many newspapers copy the editorial judg-
ment and opinions of some large east co¢st
newsy apers, some of which have been demon-
strably wrong in the past, & fact which tends
to de: troy independent thinking and diver-
sity.

“Over a perind of 13 years,” Mollenh>ff
sald, ‘I have had the occasion to be critical of
inforriation policies of the Truman admia-
istration, the Eisenhower administration, aid
the K nnedy administration. I have tried to
make that criticism tough and objective.”

DISTORTIONS TO DECEIVE

Som:a high officials in each of these admin-
istrat:ons, he said, engaged In unjustified
secrecy policies and each used a wide range
of pt blic relations techniques, distortions
and cutright ldes to deceive the publie.

Tt e public officials deserved a lambasting
for telr arrogance In hiding or distorting
the frcts but the press was also responsibly.”

Mo'lenhoff described in detall what he
sald ¥ e considered two examples of the press’
fallur3 as watchdoge for the public—the
TFX sontract awarded General Dynamics by
the secretary of Defense, involving the
spend ng integrity of the Defense Depalt-
ment and the judgment of Secretary Roburt
McNemnara, and State Department efforis to
crush Otlo P. Otepkr, a State Department
secur Ly evaluator, for telllng Congress the
truth

Th¢ bulk of the Washington press coips
tailed on these two stories, he sald, and te-
came propagandists for two political ap-
point es.

He was less critical of press coverage of
the fobby Baker case but noted that even
there many reporters did not become Intir-
ested In it until a German party girl had
been dlscovered on the fringe of some of
Baker & soclal activities.

WAIT FOR BEX ANGLE

"It 18 amazing,” he said, "how a little fex
angle stimulated editorial interest in godd
gover iment.”

Mpoilenhoff also spoke harshly of President
John:on's new form of the press conferen:e.

-Cowles publications,

February 1.

“I would hardly accept the logic of one
editorial writer,” be sald, “who suggested
that if Johnson feels the open press confer-
ences of the past do not fit his personality,
then he should be allowed to change.

“In the light of that type of editorial logic,
we can only hope that democracy fits Presi-
dent Johnson's personallty.”

On the subject of television news, Mollen-
hoff sald that TV usually waita until the
dally press has done the spadework on an
issue before it assumes n watchdog role. Its
independence, however, is limited, he noted,
because of various Government controls over
the medin,

The networks also put great stock in ex-
clusive interviews with high Government of-
ficials, Mollenhoff added, and it Is obvious
they pay a price by limiting thelr inde-
pendence.

MORE THAN DISMAY

“It Is not necessary to be angry at news-
papers or television reporters or commenta-
tors who fawn over public officlals with a
simpering sweetness,” he eald. “Only feel
sorry for them.”

“The press needs,” Mollenhoff sald, “and
always will need, the Independence charac-
terized by Willlam Allen White. The least
we can do for his memory 18 to constantly
remind ourseives of the many ways that a
free andd independent press can be weakened
or even destroyed.

“It 1s our responsiblity to aggressively op-
pose anything that may contaminate democ-
racy.”

Mollenhoff slso hed a slde comment on the
reporting of local matters, noting that it
can require ae much abllity and a great deal
more courage to report on local issues and
local people than it does “to ponder outrages
in Zangibar or Léopoldville.”

“It 18 the power of each reporter and each
editor,” he sald, “to msake his cholce. He
can take the easy way and be & patsy for
those in political power, but knowing in the
end that he was & weak-kneed hero worship-
per who bent to any political wind of
strength.

“Qr he can he a force for good and ssrve
as a real check on government.”

CAN DO BETTER

Mollenhoff concluded that he loves his job
and criticizes the business he s in only
because he knows “'it can do so much more
and can he 80 much more effective than it
is.”

“It has Improved,” he sald, “but It needs
more improvement.” As a reporter for the
Mollenhoff's wrlting
appears in such nswepapers as the Des
Moines Register and Tribune and the Min-
neapolls Star and Tribune, as well as Look
magazine.

Prior t0 the lecture by Mollenhoff, Whitley
Austin, editor of the Salina Journal, recelved
the William Allen White Foundatlon's State
citation for service to journalism and his
community.

Rollo Clymer, editor of the EI Dorado
(Eansas) Times, made the presentation to
Austin, who once was a reporter for Willlam
Allen White, the late editor of the Emporia
QGazette in whose honor the foundation was
established. -

Por the last 30 years, Austin has worked for
the Harris group hewspapers. He has been
editor of the Salina Journal since 1949.

CULLS OUT THE DRIVEL

Clymer cited Austin for hie editorials, say-
ing: “The man has a kpack of pouncing
upon & lone fact in a wilderness of drivel—
and meking of 1t a vignetie that is worthy
of being read over and over.”

“Austin seems to gravitate toward the
storm centers,” Clymer sald. The late Gov.
QGeorge Docking appointed Austin to the
Btats board of regents, “and after a rosary
of king-sized melees had burst about Dock-
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